


  

Level I Credential Level II Credential Level III Credential Level IV Credential Level V and VI Credential

2 Early Childhood College 
Classes

8 Early Childhood College 
Classes

Associates Degree in Early 
Childhood or Related Field

Bachelors Degree in Early 
Childhood or Related Field

Masters or Doctorate in Early 
Childhood or Related Field

Qualified to work as:
•	Early Childhood Lead Teacher  

(Group leader)

•	Early Childhood/Child Care 
Teaching Assistant

•	Family Child Care Provider

•	Head Start Teacher

•	Developmental Intervention 
Assistant I

•	School Age Program Teacher

•	Nanny/Au Pair

The previous list plus:
•	Early Childhood Center 

Director/Program Administrator

•	Mentor Teacher

•	Pre-K Teaching Assistant

•	School Age Program 
Coordinator

The previous lists plus:
•	Head Start Lead Teacher

•	Pre-K Lead Teacher

•	Parent Educator

•	Home Visitor

•	Nurse Home Visitor

•	Developmental Intervention 
Assistant II

•	Occupational Therapy Assistant

•	Physical Therapy Assistant

•	Speech Pathology Assistant

•	Infant Toddler Specialist

The previous lists plus:
•	Child Development Specialist 

•	Literary Coordinator/Reading 
Specialist

•	Child Advocate/Lobbyist

•	Child Life Specialist/
Coordinator 

•	Consultant/Trainer

•	Development/Education 
Specialist

•	Family Outreach Coordinator

•	Nutritionist

•	Pre-K Teacher in Public School

•	Primary School Teacher

•	Child Care Resource and 
Referral Specialist

•	Early Childhood Adult 
Educator/Trainer

•	Early Childhood Coach/Mentor

•	Head Start Training and 
Technical Assistance Specialist

•	Child Care Resource and 
Referral Director/Coordinator

• Quality Improvement Manager

•	Child and Youth  Services 
Specialist 

•	Adoption Specialist 

•	Early Childhood Curriculum  
Coordinator/Specialist

•	Early Intervention Coordinator

• Assistive Technology Practitioner/ 
Rehabilitation Engineer

• Social Worker

•	Developmental Intervention 
Assistant III

The previous lists plus:
•	Child Psychologist

•	Marriage and Family Therapist

•	Child Development Specialist

•	College/University Professor

•	Community College Instructor

•	University Cooperative 
Extension Agent

•	Early Childhood Mental Health 
Consultant/Specialist

•	Early Childhood Research 
Analyst

•	College or University Early 
Childhood Program Director 

•	Inclusion Coordinator

•	Early Childhood Research 
Scientist

•	Speech Language Pathologist

•	Early Intervention Director

•	Physical Therapist

•	Occupational Therapist

• Recreational Therapist

• Audiologist 

• Special Education Specialist  
(Visually Impaired or Deaf/Hard 
of Hearing)

• Child Health Associate

• Licensed Professional 
Counselor

• Early Childhood Special 
Educator

Don’t forget to check with your college financial aid advisor or 
your early childhood faculty advisor. For more information on 
available financial resources, visit our website:  
www.coloradoofficeofprofessionaldevelopment.org
 
How long will it take me to finish school?
Depending on your previous education, the career path you 
choose, and the number of courses taken  each term it could 
take you one or more years. 

I have an Associates Degree, now what?
There are several colleges and universities in Colorado  
that offer Associates, Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctoral 
degrees with an emphasis in early childhood. For a  
complete listing of these programs visit our website at 
www.smartstartcolorado.org/professionals/credit_ 
coursework.html

For any other questions
Please feel free to contact our office 
	 Colorado Office of Professional Development
	 1580 Logan Street, Suite 310
	 Denver, CO 80203
	 1-866-417-4041 
	 www.coloradoofficeofprofessionaldevelopment.org

Early CHildhood Careers
The following chart represents various careers in in the early childhood field. The career titles listed under each credential and degree level correspond with the traditional education required for the 
designated profession. This matrix is a survey of careers and is not exhaustive.*

*Each career was matched with education requirements as identified through available point in time information/research. Education qualifications for careers are subject to change.   
To earn an Early Childhood Professional Credential one must also have experience working directly with children in early care and learning environments.  Having a credential  
in and of itself does not guarantee a job in any of the above mentioned careers.


