


Don’t forget to check with your college financial aid advisor or
your early childhood faculty advisor. For more information on
available financial resources, visit our website:
www.coloradoofficeofprofessionaldevelopment.org

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE ME TO FINISH SCHOOL?
Depending on your previous education, the career path you
choose, and the number of courses taken each term it could
take you one or more years.

I HAVE AN ASSOCIATES DEGREE, NOW WHAT?
There are several colleges and universities in Colorado
that offer Associates, Bachelor’'s, Master’'s and Doctoral
degrees with an emphasis in early childhood. For a
complete listing of these programs visit our website at
www.smartstartcolorado.org/professionals/credit_
coursework.html

FOR ANY OTHER QUESTIONS

Please feel free to contact our office
Colorado Office of Professional Development
1580 Logan Street, Suite 310
Denver, CO 80203
1-866-417-4041
www.coloradoofficeofprofessionaldevelopment.org

EARLY CHILDHOOD CAREERS

The following chart represents various careers in in the early childhood field. The career titles listed under each credential and degree level correspond with the traditional education required for the

designated profession. This matrix is a survey of careers and is not exhaustive.*

LEVEL | CREDENTIAL

2 EARLY CHILDHOOD COLLEGE
CLASSES

LEVEL Il CREDENTIAL

8 EARLY CHILDHOOD COLLEGE
CLASSES

LEVEL Ill CREDENTIAL

ASSOCIATES DEGREE IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD OR RELATED FIELD

Qualified to work as:
e Early Childhood Lead Teacher
(Group leader)

e Early Childhood/Child Care
Teaching Assistant

» Family Child Care Provider
* Head Start Teacher

* Developmental Intervention
Assistant |

¢ School Age Program Teacher
* Nanny/Au Pair

The previous list plus:
e Early Childhood Center
Director/Program Administrator

¢ Mentor Teacher
* Pre-K Teaching Assistant

¢ School Age Program
Coordinator

The previous lists plus:
¢ Head Start Lead Teacher

* Pre-K Lead Teacher
* Parent Educator

* Home Visitor

* Nurse Home Visitor

¢ Developmental Intervention
Assistant ||

* Occupational Therapy Assistant
 Physical Therapy Assistant

* Speech Pathology Assistant

¢ Infant Toddler Specialist

LEVEL IV CREDENTIAL

BACHELORS DEGREE IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD OR RELATED FIELD

*Each career was matched with education requirements as identified through available point in time information/research. Education qualifications for careers are subject to change.
To earn an Early Childhood Professional Credential one must also have experience working directly with children in early care and learning environments. Having a credential
in and of itself does not guarantee a job in any of the above mentioned careers.

LEVEL V AND VI CREDENTIAL

MASTERS OR DOCTORATE IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD OR RELATED FIELD




